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I t is scarce a week ago since the 7th o f
February came and went— the birthday o f
the Meteor.
Few but the Meteor himself re
membered the auspicious anniversary. Yes !
it is but a year ago since he was thrust,
rather clumsily, before the Rugbeian eye.
N o astronomers announced his appearance.
H e had, as it were, hidden himself from their
critical glance, and was determined that no
one should make any remarks about him
or his personal appearance, until they should
behold him soliciting them to invest sixpence
in his behalf. H e had nothing to recommend
him, but that he was a novelty. A ll Rugbeians will congratulate him on reaching his
first birthday, and hope that he may live
long, and be spared the melancholy fate
which befell and cut short the career o f his
predecessor, the New Rugby Magazine. Up
to this time he does » o t deny that he has
been brilliant; but he feels sad at the thought
that his nurses are not exactly those who
watched over him at his birth, and hushed
his infant sighs. On our part, we will try
to fill their places as we best can, and to
make him feel as little as possible the painful
loss which he has continually been compelled
to sustain.
W e hear that the Captain o f the Eleven has
received a challenge from Rossall School.
W e have also reason to believe that Chelten
ham has been endeavouring to arrange a
match with us.
Such a tribute o f homage
paid to our fame is inexpressibly gratifying.
W e can almost foresee the day when the
picture so graphically described b y Long
fellow, at the commencement o f E im a th a ,
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be sym bolically realised, when the
various cricketing nations o f England shall
assemble at the feet o f the R.S.C.C.— the
Great Manitou o f Cricket; shall wash o f
their war-paint in the clear-flowing A v o n ;
and shall smoke the pipe or bowl the ball of
peace in harmonious concert. For the pre
sent we can only hope that the virgin Goddess
o f R ugby Cricket will not be intoxicated by
the sweet fumes o f adulatory incense which
are circling round her.
Might we not on
this occasion be tempted to exclaim, in the
language o f the fortunate beauty in the
Beggar's Opera ?
H b a .ll

“ How happy could I be with either,
Were t’other dear charmer away.”

Is it not a poet who observes “ Music hath
charms to soothe the savage breast ” ? W e
hope that those visitors at our Concert who
laboured under the delusion that our ordi
nary Big-Sides are at least as sanguinary as
Sadowa, were gratified to observe that the
poet’s words did not prove false in this case,
that the storm o f unearthly passions was laid
to sleep, and the quenchless thirst for blood
assuaged by strains as harmonious as those
whereby Timotheus o f old “ raised a mortal
to the skies.” Seriously, if those who enter
tain deep-rooted prejudices against our game,
would take the trouble to visit our winter
concert (tw o days after the greatest football
match o f the season), and inspect the quiet,
orderly rows which darken the background
o f B ig School, they would (we suspect) find
some difficulty in reconciling their experience
with the fanciful account (which ingenious
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Zoologists persist in adding to the “ Natural
History o f Animals ” ) entitled “ The R ugby
Football Player in his savage state.”

I t seems a truth in history, and is therefore a
maxim in politics, that it is in times o f peace
that a nation is wontto effect reforms inits con
stitution. The present Term is what may be
called our annual peace. W e have no House
Matches, which are the life o f F ootball; no
Foreign Matches, which are the life o f Cricket.
W hat little excitement we have is desultory
and intermittent; do what we will we remain
“ unattached.”
It follows, then, that the
present is the Term in which whatever
changes are necessary, whatever reforms ad
visable, must be made. When the “ Anoma
lies ” was yesterday, when the “ Free
Foresters ” is next Saturday, and the Marl
borough match less than a month off, when
our chief interest is behind Diver’s net, or
concentrated on New Bigside, it is hardly to
be expected that we can give our heads to
reforming the constitution o f Bigside Levee,
or the rules o f the Fives Courts. W hen the
all-important Cock-House is going gradually
on, when we are quarrelling over the last
“ no-take-up ” o f some oblique-eyed umpire,
when this friend is expecting his cap, and
that friend cherishing a hope o f the School
Twenty, it is ridiculous to expect that we
can preserve that calmness and coolness o f
deliberation which is indispensable to those
who approach the task o f weighing the ju s
tice o f the new boys’ hat, or the desirability
o f increasing the School Prizes at the A th
letics by a few shillings. No, it is amid the
repose and the comparative leisure o f the
present Term that our Legislators must do
their work.
It is for this reason that we take up a
subject which we have already started, and
in which we earnestly believe reform to be
needed. And at this point it may not be out
o f place to make a remark which we owe to
ourselves.
Anyone who has tried it will
know that it is a very serious and difficult
» thing to carry out any reform in the School.
Here the laisser-faire principle, which always
is in the teeth o f the advocates o f change, has
a most powerful stronghold. Here, in ques
tions o f custom, possession seems to us to
have by far a greater proportion than nine
points o f law.
Humble as we are, conscious o f imperfec
tion, &c., &c., we do take to ourselves some
credit as helpers in carrying out necessary
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reform, as those who strengthen the hands
o f those who seek to improve the School.
In raising questions, in giving scope for free
discussion— operations formerly very difficult
o f accomplishment,— the Meteor prides itself
on making easier the path to removal of
abuses.
To state plainly the point we wish now to
discuss, it is the taking o f Fives-courts. There
exists, as has been explained in these columns,
a practice by which a certain house has by
far the greatest facilities in taking them, has,
in fact, the power, for a great many hours,
o f monopolising them.
Now, in the first-place, the fives-courts
belong to the School. They were built at
the expense o f the S ch ool; therefore, by a
rule that is generally followed in England,
and, we believe, a few other civilised coun
tries,— viz., that what a man fairly pays for
is his property,— they are the property o f the
School.
Moreover, the contributions o f
every member o f the School to the building
o f the fives-courts, and to their support, were
and are equal; therefore again, b y another
simple rule, all members o f the School have
an equal right to use them.
The question, then, that requires to be
looked into is the method o f taking the
courts. It was obviously necessary, at their
construction, to frame some code o f rules as
to the method o f playing on the courts : out
o f all competitors to decide whose right to the
court was the strongest. ’ For the hours after
calling-over on half-holidays— sometimes the
best hours o f the week— the rule which held
good in other matters (such as taking ground
for cricket and football) was followed,— that
the court belonged to the highest fellow who
chose to take it. This claim o f height in the
School, from its existing so generally in the
School, may be assumed to have been and to
be the best. B ut this rule was not extended
to the hours after dinner on whole school
days, often, as any one’s experience will
testify, the most convenient time for handfives. These hours were left to shift for
themselves, and the usage grew up o f the
courts belonging to the fellows who first
reached them, starting from their own houses
when the dinner-bell rang.
On this usage, which is now in practice
among us, we wish to ask a few questions :
(1 .) Has an A m oldite a stronger right to
one single hour o f hand-fives— much less to
nine o f the best hours— than a Moberlyite,
when the payments o f both have been pre
cisely equal F

THE
(2 .) Is it just that it should be in the
power o f a single house (a power not unfrequently exercised) to monopolise completely
for many hours the Courts which belong to
the whole School ?
(3 .) Is the system o f the right o f nearness
o f boarding-house the only possible one ? and
if not, the best one ?
(4 .) W ould it not be fairer that the claim
o f the fastest runner— as fair a one as can be
found after that o f height in the School, and
one which prevails among the members of
the monopolising house,— should be extended
to the whole School ? t.e., that all claimants
should start from one spot.
I f these questions cannot be answered,
surely it is high time to clear the School o f
snch an injustice as now marks the adminis
tration o f the fives-courts.
I f they cannot be answered, is it not the
duty o f some legislator to take the matter
before Big-side Levee, and secure to the
School what is their undoubted right,— that
the possession o f the fives-courts should be at
all hours regulated by as fair a rule as that
which regulates their possession on half
holidays ?

O ur Football Season is over. I f there were
any who predicted that football reform could
not prove beneficial, and might prove harm
ful, they must long since have seen that their
fears were unfounded. But football is not
the only branch in R ugby which needs
reform. W ithin the last ten days has an
alteration in the arrangement o f the Racquet
Court been proposed and carried out, but
one blot still tarnishes the shield o f Rugby.
Whether because the sympathies o f those
most concerned have not been sufficiently
engaged, or whether the School at large has
been lacking in spirit, we do not presume
to say, but certainly the exhortations with
which we have continually goaded the Rifle
Corps have not worked the improvements we
could wish. In looking at the condition and
management o f the Rifle Corps, the question
naturally divides itself into two parts. W e
have, first, the drilling, secondly the shoot
ing. In these two departments it is needless
for us to observe that excellence is equally
necessary. No army o f Volunteers or others
could be o f any service in the field unless
proficient in both respects. But as regards
ourselves the School has always shown a far
greater deficiency in the former than the lat
ter. W e can hold our own in shooting
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contests with any o f the neighbouring Corps,
but in drilling the Corps never progresses
beyond the most elementary movements. It
seems to us that there is need o f some fieldday or general inspection which might do for
the drilling what the Public School Contest
at Wimbledon does for the shooting. This
advantage would, with many others, be best
secured by enrolment.
In that case the
School corps would have to attend Battalion
drills, a fact which o f itself necessitates a
far greater proficiency than at present. ■ The
competition also which would be excited by
drilling with other corps would tend to cause
improvement in this respect. But let us now
for a moment consider the impediments
which stand in the way o f this being carried
out, and see if we cannot propose a plan by
which they may be removed. The first and
most serious objection is that o f age, it being
necessary for every enrolled member to be
over 17 years o f age, which leaves, on the
average, but a year and a half before the
time o f their leaving the School. Now the
number in an enrolled corps must be 60 at
the least, and we doubt much whether this
number could be permanently secured from
the 120 or so o f the above age in the School.
Secondly, the standard o f drilling would
have to be considerably higher to enable us
to join with credit in the Batalion Drills ;
and thirdly, the posts o f Officers could not
be held by members o f the School, as com
missions could only he granted to permanent
officers ; we should, therefore, have to turn
to outsiders to take these posts, which would
obviously be an awkward position for both
parties. W e would suggest that a number
o f Masters and Old Rugbeians in the town
might club together and form a corps, the
strength o f which might he augmented by
the addition of those members o f the School
Corps who were anxious to be enrolled. The
objections we have stated would by this plan
be at once removed. From these two sources
the required number could easily be kept up,
though it would be impossible to do so from
one body alone. Secondly, the difficuliy o f
keeping up to a higher standard o f efficiency,
as regards drill, would be considerably less
ened by the younger members having to drill
in a body with permanent and experienced
hands. Moreover, as regards the command
ing, one officer might be chosen from each
body composing the Corps, one from the
Masters, one from the Old Rugbeians, and
one from the School, for it would only be
necessaiy to have two commissioned officers,
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and thus the third might be a member o f the
School. W e shall, doubtless, be attacked on
all sides for daring to suggest such a com
plete and novel re-organization, but we shall
not grumble at the rejection and derision o f
our plan, if we do but stir the latent energies
o f more able Reformers than ourselves, to take
up their pens and propose one more practic
able.
THE

SCH O O L

CONCERT.

I p there is one improvement recommended
b y the Commissioners for trial at R ugby
which can be said to have been a more de
cided success than another, it is the reorgani
sation o f its musical system. The singing
in Chapel and at the Concerts, np to October,
1864, was barely tolerable.
The choir had
(w e believe about 40 voices) met for practice
one hour a week, and depended on the paid
choristers for all the real work. The main
attraction at the Concert was Vive la Oompagnie. The arrival o f Mr. Goldschmidt and
Mr. Edwards changed the whole face o f
things. The numbers quickly ran up from
40 to over 100; any piece o f music that was
taken in hand was carefully learnt, before
being snng publicly; and since that time the
improvement has been so marked and rapid,
that every successive concert has shown itself,
in some point or other, better than the one be
fore it. For a time the concerts were rather
an experiment, and as such rightly met with
lenient criticism. Now we need no longer hesi
tate to let them be judged by their own merits,
as the efforts o f trained musicians. Last
Term, with its scarlatinas and rashes and
coughs, was a very trying one for the choir,
but none the less they brought it to a bril
liant ending with the School Concert, on the
evening o f December 2 3rd.
A t eight o’clock the Concert was opened
by Goss’ Christmas Anthem, “ Behold, I
bring you glad tidings.”
Mr. Goldschmidt
conducted, the Rev. Charles Smith accom
panied on the piano, Mr. Edwards on the
organ. The simple but stately anthem was
given with spirit and precision, particularly
when the full choir joined in on the phrase
“ For unto us is bom this day,” after the
lead o f the tenors and basses only. Mr. W .
Anstice followed with a beautiful air from
Mehul’s Joseph, quieter than his usual class
o f music, but sung with great taste and
smoothness. Then came the great feature o f
the evening— the string o f choruses from
Handel’s Israel in Egypt. The choruses are
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the best test o f the progress o f a choir, as they
need both fullness o f tone, accurate time, and
diversity o f expression. N o three successive
choruses could have been found better fitted
to show how thoroughly the choir are masters
o f all those qualifications for good chorus
singing, than “ He sent a thick darkness,”
“ He smote all the first-bom,” and “ But as
for his people.”
The stifling chom s “ He
sent a thick darknes,” came first, and
was sung with the utmost care by all voices.
Everybody was fully alive to the difficulty o f
the work, and put forth his best efforts. This
was followed by “ H e smote all the first
born,” which was sung with splendid firm
ness and regard to time. The delightful
pastoral chom s “ But as for his people,” was
sung immediately after with equal skill, and
formed a charming contrast to its forerunner.
W ith that chorus ended the selection from
Israel in Egypt, which from beginning to end
was sung with intelligence, accuracy, and
spirit, such as to place it far above anything
ever before given at our School Concerts.
The next piece was the exquisite Terzetto
“ Lift thine eyes,’’ from Mendelssohn’s E lijah,
sung with great delicacy by Messrs. W . Anstice,
Trevelyan, and C. S. Arkcoll. The more praise
is due to Mr. Anstice for his singing, from
the fact o f his having to undertake it on the
very shortest notice, in consequence o f Mr.
W . Goldschmidt falling ill on the last morn
ing. The sacred part o f the Concert was
finely closed by Handel’s choms “ A nd the
Glory o f the Lord,” given in a style in no
way inferior to the other choruses.
After an interval o f 15 minutes, the second
part o f the Concert was opened by the singing
o f the new Carmen Feriale “ Floreat Rugbeia,” both words and music by the Rev. C.
E. Moberly. The applause with which it
was greeted, both before and after the encore,
showed what satisfaction it gave to the school
for whom it was written, and Mr. Moberly
was forced to rise and acknowledge the loud
calls made for him.
Messrs. Trevelyan and
C. S. Arkcoll then sang a pretty duet o f
Keller’s— “ Morning in tliy splendour glow
ing !” — in a very pleasing style, but did not
meet with the encore they deserved, only, let
us hope, because the audience were too much
exhausted with their applause o f “ Floreat
Rugbeia.”
Gottschalk’s “ W ake thee, my
dear !” was sung by the choir with consider
able expression, but perhaps a little too
heavily. Mr. S. P. Micholls played Mendel
ssohn’s Rondo Capriccioso on the piano, with
great care, considerable brilliancy, and a
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manifest appreciation o f the spirit o f the
piece, and he deservedly met with warm ap
plause. Mr. F. Tobin ma. hardly did justice
to his voice in the air from Barnett’s Ancient
M ariner, “ 0 happy living things !” owing
apparently to his nervousness.
In delicate
part songs, such as Mendelssohn’s “ Prim
rose,” the choir shows itself to least advan
tage. They always sing such things carefully,
but as though they did not understand them,
and without sprightliness and delicacy:
there is room for great improvement in their
rendering o f such pieces. The instrumental
piece— the March from Meyerbeer’s Prophete
— was received with great favour. The per
formers were— on the flute Mr. Leslie, on the
violin Mr. Wheler, on the violincello Mr.
Bowden, on the piano Messrs. E. J. Norton
and Boyson. The performance o f the whole
party was good, bnt Mr. Leslie may be singled
out for special notice. Pearsall’s lively part
song, “ W h o shall win my lady fair ?” was
very well sung by Messrs. W . Anstice, P.
Hornby, Cropper, C. S. Arkcoll, Botfield,
Hallsworth, W . Fletcher, and J. C. Lambert.
This also met with an encore, and was cer
tainly one o f the best executed pieces o f the
evening, the performers evidently feeling the
nature o f the music, and singing accordingly.
The next song on the list was Mozart’s trio,
“ Cost fa n tutti,” which met with an encore,
which it certainly deserved, although it could
hardly be expected to meet with such popu
larity as the Laughing Trio o f last Easter.
“ Vive la Corrvpagnie ” fell to Mr. F. Tobin’s
(m a.) lot, and very ably he acquitted him
self. It was well and distinctly sung, and
distinctness is the most important requisite
for its success. The words were the best
that could be made out o f such a scarcity o f
events.
Pearsall’s arrangement o f “ The
Hardy Norseman ” went off with good spirit
and in good time. “ God save the Queen ”
then brought the musical part o f the Concert
to a close, and the cheering instantly began.
W e should have mentioned that, by the
special request o f the Old Rugbeians, Mr.
Anstice repeated for the third time the song
in which he won his first laurels last Christ
mas— “ Toujours gai,” and that it was, as
usual, capitally sung.
O f the Concert as a whole, we need only
say that it was a grand success, in the teeth
o f sickness, and bore the clearest marks o f
constant and careful work on the part o f
Messrs. Edwards and Pettersen, and the
members o f the choir. The hearty thanks o f
the choir, and the School generally, are due
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to the Rev. Charles Smith, who, since he
came to Rugby, has not only done his best
to help the singing in chapel, but has played
the piano accompaniments to all the sacred
music at our Concerts, in what manner it is
needless to say.
W hile we are speaking o f the School music,
we feel tempted to make one or two remarks
about the singing in chapel. No Old Rugbeian can fail to be struck with the immense
improvement in the singing there o f late
years, but it is still far from being up to the
mark o f our Concert singing, and there are
many shortcomings that a little determina
tion on the part o f the choir would go far
towards removing. One fault that is notice
able is the absence o f any recognised leader
in the intoning and singing.
Ought it not
to be the duty o f the head o f the choir ?
If
nobody were to begin till they heard the note
pitched by him, the decani and cantoris might
get through the confession together, on one
and the same note, oftener perhaps than they
do now. Then the hymns are sung too slowly,
though that is more a matter o f personal
taste.
But on the third point surely no one
will differ with u s : The want o f tone and
life in the responses to the commandments is
a disgrace to the whole musical service.
Intoning has once, and, so far as we can dis
cover, only once, been heard in Rugby Chapel,
— on the Tercentenary Celebration.
W hat
the choir did so well then we are tempted to
imagine they might do now if they would
only try. It is true that the chapel is a very
bad place for sound, and that must cause a
great deal o f the heaviness o f the style o f
singing, and disinclination to try to sing, but
if some twenty o f the best voices in the choir
would make an arrangement to carry on the
singing in chapel as vigorously as they do in
the music sch o o l; if they would sing and
intone every word o f the service that required
singing or intoning, the whole body o f the
choir would probably quickly follow their
example, and R ugby might very shortly have
ju st cause to be quite as proud o f its chapel
service as it now is o f its psalm chanting and
its concerts.
On Thursday last Mr. Bonamy Price was
elected Professor o f Political Economy at
Oxford.
Mr, Price came as an Assistant
Master at R ugby in 1830, under Dr. Arnold.
Mr. George Melly, an Old Rugbeian well
known as the author o f “ The experiences o f
a Fag,” is spoken o f as a Parliamentary
candidate for Liverpool at the next election.
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NATURAL

H IS T O R Y

SOCIETY.

A Meeting o f this Society, chiefly for pri
vate business, was held on Eeb. 8th.
The Officers elected for the year are F. E.
Kitchener, President; G. B. Longstaff, Sec
retary ; and H. C. Reader, Treasurer.
A Committee was appointed to edit some
o f the papers read, and lists prepared, in the
past year.
Lefroy (Burrows’ ) was elected a Member,
and J. Armitage (W ilson’s) and Curry (B ur
rows’ ) Associates.
The President read a paper on what the
Society has done in the past year.
Two cases o f Indian insects were presented
by E. J. Norton, and some rare Lepidopterse
by the Rev. A . Wratislaw (o.R.) o f Bury St.
Edmunds’ .
The most interesting exhibition was that o f
a vertebra from Hillmorton— the first Saurian
bone from that locality.
Certain nodules
had been found there last Term, which had
been shown, by an analysis made by the
Secretary, to be coprolites ; and Mr. W ilson
had predicted, at the last Meeting, that the
discovery o f bones would soon follow that o f
the coprolites.
A ccordingly a vertebra has
been found there, by J. M. Lester, during
the holidays.
The Society will meet on the 22nd inst.,
at 7.45, at Mr. N. Hutchinson’s, for the ex
hibition o f microscopic objects.
THE

“ TW O

H O U SE

M A T C H .”

T his match, always looked forward to with
the greatest interest by Old Rugbeians, was
played, as far as play was possible, on Sat
urday, December 21.
The fine weather,
which had favoured us for the greater part o f
the Term, had now forsaken us, and a more
miserable day for such an important match
could not be conceived.. The state o f the
ground rendered science and running impos
sible, and sheer weight told its inevitable tale.
For the Two Houses Cordery, Novelli, Tobin
ma., and Brocklebank played back ; Haslam,
Gwatkin, and W . R . Collyer half-back. The
School had Yates, Rutter, Green, and Fryer
back, and Holmes and Ellis half-back. Out
o f so many good players forward, it would
be difficult to select those who distinguished
themselves most, but we noticed Thompson,
Bischoff, and Clayton for the Tw o Houses,
and Yerelst and Bennett for the School, more
particularly. W . R . Collyer unfortunately
met with an accident during the match,
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which prevented his playing m ore; up to
this time, however, he had shown himself to
play as he did o f old. The School obtained
a try at goal and tw o or three touches down.
The two victorious House Twenties were as
follow s:—
School House.

Blake’s.

CAPS.
J. S. Masterman.
W. 0. Moberly.
W. W. Fowler.
A. Davenport.
C. W. Kennedv.
F. G. Cholmondeley.
J. T. Soutter.
G. R. Westfeldt.
E. Morris.
E. S. Ormerod.
W. Warner.
A. H. Hudson.
E. Field.
W. Stunt.
A. Sidgwick.

CAPS.
A. B. Haslam.
J. Graham.
W. E. Stevenson.
A. Gray.
F. Tobin, ma.
H. P. Hornby.
F. Tobin, mi.
J. Penrose.
W. Fletcher.
E. Peel.
A. S. Reynolds.
J. M. Dugdale.
C. B. Stuart Wortley.
J. Tinkler.
C. H. Clark.
W. E. Barratt.
F. Barker.
R. Bassett.

E. Ingram.
W. N. Senior.
C. Sidgwick.
W. F. Gooding.
A. Lyon.

—

F. H. Lemonius.
Hon. S. Parker.

G. C. Vecqueray.

The Two Houses for the last six years
were—
1862.
1863.
1864.
1865.
1866.
1867.

1.
2.
.
*
1.
2.
1.
2.
j
*
1.
2.

Rev. L. F. Burrows’.
Rev. C. E. Moberly’s.
( Rev. T. W. Jex Blake’s.
| School House.
School House.
Rev. T. W. Jex Blake’s.
School House.
Rev. T. W. Jex Blake’s,
J Rev. C. T. Arnold’s.
( Rev. C. B. Hutchinson’s.
School House.
. Rev. T. W. Jex Blake’s.

B IG S ID E

L EY EE .

A t a Bigside Levee, last week, it was pro
posed by Mr. Masterman, seconded b y Mr.
Bucknill, that there be one compulsory big
side a week this Term, in Reynolds’ field.
A n amendment moved by Mr. Graham and
seconded by Mr. Yardley, that the bigside
be voluntary, was carried by a small majority.
It was then proposed that there be one com 
pulsory and one voluntary bigside a week,
which motion was lost.
Mr. Masterman, seconded by Mr. Rowden,
then proposed that Messrs. Soutter and
Yardley be Stewards o f the Athletic Games.
The Stewards for the year, therefore, are J.
S. Masterman, Head o f the S ch o o l; S. P.
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Bucknill, Captain o f the E le v e n ; J. T.
Soutter, and W . Yardley, elected.
Mr. Masterman, seconded by Mr. Gray,
then proposed that the Stewards o f the
Athletic Games form a Committee, with
power to add to their number, to revise the
Racquet Rules. This was carried nem con.
THE

RACQUET

CLUB.

W e hail with pleasure the new state o f
things at the Racquet Court. A committee,
consisting o f the Athletic Stewards, was
appointed by Bigside Levee to revise the
rules o f the Racquet Court, with a view to
giving more time for the better players to
practice. It may be said b y some that the
rules (w hich we give under) virtually exclude
all the School except the 36 from the greater
part o f the hours ; but it must be remem
bered that there are few able to play racquets
at all, who are not included in the Club, and
those few will not be worth much if they
cannot get a place in it, by challenging.
RULES FOR THE RACQUET COURT.
1. —That the R acquet C lub consist of 36 Members for
the present.
2. —That three days a week, namely, Monday, Thursday,
and, Friday, be set aside wholly for the use of the
Racquet Club.
3. —That the remaining days be open to the whole School
alike.
4. —That any Member of the Racquet Club be liable to a
challenge from any one not in the Club : and if
beaten, that his place be taken by the winner.
5. —That all challenges must first receive the sanction of
the Committee; and no challenge be played on
any of the Club days.
6. —That if the challenger be beaten, he be not allowed
to challenge the same player again for six weeks.
7. —That no challenge be allowed for the first 3 weeks.
8. —That no Member of the Racquet Club take on any
Member of the School on a Racquet Club day,
unless unable to make up a game without him.
And, that any Member of the Racquet Club find
ing any Member of the School on may take his
place at once.
9. —That the Committee have power to eject any Member
from the Racquet Club, and fill up his place or
not at discretion.
10. —That Courts he taken a fortnight in advance ; but
no Member of the Racquet Club may have his
name down more than once in 3 days, no Member
of the rest of the School more than once in a
fortnight.
11. —That the Masters be Honorary Members of the
Racquet Club.

No signs o f tlie building o f the long-talkedo f Pavalion have as yet appeared.
Did we
not know that the Committee appointed for
the object included some most energetic and
persevering Old Rugbeians, and that they
have, moreover, to contend with difficulties
in high quarters, we should be inclined to
accuse them o f neglect.
A s it is, we hear
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that £30 0 more has yet to be raised, and
that the money at present subscribed (about
£ 5 0 0 ) has been profitably invested.
We
must therefore call upon all who have not
yet subscribed to give liberally, and wait
patiently, in confident expectation that when
we do get a new Pavilion it will be something
magnificent, as the largeness o f the sum re
quired leads us to anticipate.
T ercentenary F und .— W e understand that
a supplemented list o f subscriptions to the
above will be published very shortly. W e
would therefore strongly urge all O .R ’s. who
have not yet subscribed to send in their
names without delay, as the Committee, we
hear, are desirous to form an estimate o f the
amount that is likely to be raised.

The following is, we believe, a correct list
o f the Old Rugbeians who have passed for,
or entered the Arm y during the year, 1867 :
Royal Artillery:—
H. T. S. Yates,' (B. Smith).
Royal Engineers:—
M. H Gregson, (Wilson).
Roj/al Military Academy, Woolwich: —
W. H. Sykes, (Arnold).
C. W. Sherrard, (Hutchinson).
H. Y. H. Davis, (Blake).
Royal Military College, Sandhurst: —
L. E. Coker, (Moberly).
Regiments o f the Line : —
O. Allcard, (Hutchinson)......... 9th Regt.
L. H. Bathurst, (Wilson).........
E. H. Boden, (Burrows) ..........85th “
F. H. Carpenter, (Moberly). . . .
O. T. Cavenagh (Arnold)......... 75th
“
S. R. Elwes, (Arnold) ............. 60th “
C. P. Hare, (Hutchinson)......... 1st
*
B. H. Kennett, (Arnold) ..........51st
“
H. G. Lefroy, (Burrows) ..........44th
“
G. R. R. Poole, (School) ..........
H. A. Rasch, (Blake)................. 65th “
H. T. Rhoades, (Town)............. 22nd
“
F. Ryley, (Moberly) ............... 81st “
A. P. Thornton, (Blake) ..........36th “
P. H. Wallerstein, (Town) . . . . 6th
“
F. H. Wheler, (Burrows)......... 81st “
H. P. Woodroofe, (Burrows) .. 62nd “
J. F. Wyley, (Town).................22nd “

Mr. Alfred Barratt, late Scholar o f Balliol,
and Mr. Thomas Case, Commoner o f the same
College, were elected on Friday last to open
Fellowships at Brasenose College. Mr. Bar
ratt obtained a double-first in the examina
tion before the Moderators o f Easter Term,
1864, while in the final examinations he ob
tained a first class in classics in Michaelmas
Term 1864, a first class in mathematics in
Trinity Term 1866, and a first class in Law
and M odem History in the Michaelmas Term
18b6. Mr. Case obtained a classical first in
the examination before Moderators o f Easter
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Term 1865, and a similar honour in the final
classical School in Michaelmas Term 1867.
Both Mr. Barratt and Mr. Case were edu
cated at Rugby— the former at the Rev. T.
W . Jex Blake’s, and the latter at the Rev.
R . B. Mayor’s, now J. M. W ilson’s, Esq.
There is a talk o f a School match with a
Twenty from Cambridge, next Saturday.
None but Old Rugbeians are going to play,
and we are sure that it will meet with
the same success that attended Mr. Harrison’s
match last term.
The Eton College Chronicle contains a lead
ing article on “ Reform at Eton.” The Eton
Collegers complain that they are in school too
m u ch ; that they have a great deal too much
to learn by h eart; that chapel every day is
not conducive to attention to the service
every day in general, and on Sunday in par-,
ticular; that, at Eton, Sunday is not a day
o f rest. Such are the grievances o f the
Etonians, which are evidently intended to
impress the new Headmaster, although, as is
usual with school periodicals, they introduce
their subject by solemnly affirming that they
“ do not intend in the least to touch upon
the prerogative o f the Masters.”

HOUSE NEWS.
T he R

ev .

T. W . J ex B la k e ’ s .

The Debating Society held a very success
ful session last term. Besides those recorded,
the following motions were carried :— “ That
the cheap Press is b e n e f i c i a l “ That the
pleasures o f day are preferable to those o f
n i g h t “ That the introduction o f a Cat Tax
would be a beneficial measure.” The follow
ing were negatived:— “ That the literature
o f modem times is superior to that o f ancient
t i m e s “ That works o f fiction are not bene
ficial to society.”
The Football Challenge Cup last term was
won by F. Tobin, ma.
J. M. W

ilson ’ s,

E sq.

This House had a paper-chase last Thurs
day, round by Brownsover, Clifton, aud Hillmorton, the distance being about 7 miles.
The hares were Lloyd and Francis. O f the
hounds Scott came in first, Bulpett ma.
second, and Peake third, the rest being
close up.

METEOR.
CORRESPONDENCE.
Contributions will be received at the Advertiser Office, or
at Mr. Pepperday's, under cover to the “ Editor of
the Meteor."

To the Editor o f the Meteor.
D eak S ir ,— On the strength o f that old
saying that “ three heads are better than
one,” I venture to add my suggestions to
those o f your two former correspondents, in
the hope o f helping to settle the old Fives
Court grievance.
“ O.R. who was in the Sixth ” hardly
made his defence o f the Arnoldites good.
That they play more puntabout than other
Houses is easily accounted f o r : they have
private ground and balls. The fact o f their
playing more cricket than other Houses, is
only a further argument for the alteration o f
the present system o f “ b a g g in g ” ground
and courts, for they have almost as entire
monopoly o f the best ends as o f the fives
courts.
For your correspondent to make his “ vol
untary games ” theory good, he must prove
that they play more bat-fives and racquets
than other Houses ; but how will he do it ?
I f there is good reason for saying that the
Arnoldites have a monopoly o f after-dinner
fives courts, how is the matter to be reme
died ?
The objections to all the School running
from the D octor’s wall are—
(i.) That it would be such an awfully
long race.
(ii.) It would make fellows liable to be
late for dinner.
(iii.) Old Big-Side would be hardly a clear
enough course for a race at 1.30, either dur
ing the Football or the Cricket season, be
cause o f the House matches and pie matches.
I would suggest that the School Bath would
make a good starting-point for all running
at dinner time, for these reasons:
(i.) It is pretty equally distant from all
the things to be run for— fives court, batfives court, or ends.
(ii.) It would not necessitate such a try
ing race, spoil fellows* comfort at dinner, or
make them so liable to be late for it.
(iii.) It would not be too near the ends to
prevent the possibility o f a fair race for them,
as starting from Arnold’s gate now does.
(iv .) The course for the race would be out
o f the way o f all games generally.
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The small gate by Arnold’s is too near the
ends, and too far from the bat-fives courts,
to be suitable.
B ut fellows may say— A fter all I think
we are not so badly o ff; we can always get
Amoldites to run for us if we want a court,
and it really saves us a good deal o f trouble
in not running ourselves.
V ery true. The Am oldites certainly are
very obliging and ready to run when asked,
but why should we impose upon their good
nature in this manner ? It must be an aw
ful nuisance to their good runners to be
asked day after day to run for other people.
In common consideration for them we should
abolish the system.
Then again, a fellow must have an ac
quaintance in Arnold’s, or else he has no
hope o f his court.
I suppose you will say “ V ery good thing
th a t; encourage School-feeling, and know
ing fellows out o f your own House.” W ell,
I only hope it does good in that way, for it
does not in any other.
B ut then yet once more : The Arnoldites
o f course (very properly) take courts for
their own house before other houses; and
when there are only some half-dozen to be
taken, it does not give much scope to
outsiders.
W ith the adoption o f the school bath as
the starting-point, the School-house monopoly
o f the bat-fives court would disappear; and
all houses would have an equal chance o f
taking either grounds, ends, bat-fives, Eton
or R ugby fives-courts, and bilious fellows
would be deprived o f one o f their highest
pleasures— a good grievance.
A . M.

THE

SCH O O L

A TH LE T IC S .

To the Editor o f the Meteor.
D

ear

S ir ,— There are two classes o f com

plaining people : the one everlastingly de
clares that things are not as they w e re ;
the other does not say that things are any
worse than they were, but that they might
be better than they are,— not doing so for the
sake o f finding fault, but in order to suggest
a remedy. N ow I claim to belong to the
latter class.
M y troubles cannot be laid on
the shoulders o f the present generation,
though the present generation can cure them.
The subject is an important one, being no less
than the School Athletics.
M y complaints
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are two in num ber: 1st, that the arrange
ment is b a d ; 2nd, that winners are not
allowed to win the same race a second time.
1. That the arrangement is bad. I can
give an instance on good authority. Last
year there were three or four trial heats for
the half-mile hurdle race. As you may know,
Sir, a half-mile race is rather distressing to
ordinary mortals.
A t least half-an-hour
ought to intervene between the last heat and
Now last year barely a quar
the final one.
ter o f an hour intervened, so that the winner
o f the first trial heat had as much if not more
than as much time again to regain his wind,
as the winner o f the last trial heat,— no small
matter in such a short time. W ho were to
blame for this F Certainly not the Stewards :
they had to get a certain number o f races
into a certain fixed time, and did the best
they could. The fault lies in trying to do
too much. W e must be contented with hav
ing fewer races on the day.
Our long races
are beaten in time by nearly every large
School in England, and why ? Partly I allow
owing to the fact that we run upon grass, but
chiefly owing to the excessive overcrowding
o f the races. It stands to reason that if a
fellow runs, let us say the deciding heat o f
the mile in the morning, the deciding heat o f
the half-mile flat an hour or two later, and a
trial and deciding heat for the half-mile
hurdles later on in the afternoon, he cannot
run the last race as fast as if he were
comparatively fresh.
“ E inc Hire lacrynm ,"
this is the chief reason why we hear so
many complaints about the times o f the
long races at Rugby, and not that we are any
worse runners, as some o f our Big-Side runs
will testify. Either some o f the races must
be omitted, or else they must be spread over
a longer space o f time.
2. That winners are not allowed to win a
second time. I think I can show that this is
unfair.
Let us suppose for the sake o f
example, that A . wins the mile, half-mile,
half-mile hurdle race, and the quarter o f a
m ile; and that B. is second to him in all
these. Next year A . is not allowed to win a
second tim e; B. wins all the four races, and,
supposing there is no other claimant, gets
the cup in preference to A ., inasmuch as
counting firsts and seconds, he has got six
firsts to A .’s four.
And yet we may
safely suppose that A. is the better runner.
A s far as I know, no such case has ever
happened, but there is no reason why it
should not.
It is always said that the
English are averse to reform a thing till they
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have received some actual harm from it, but
let us belie our character in this respect, and,
it may be, prevent a great deal o f confusion
and ill-feeling at some future time.
Besides these complaints, I have two sug
gestions to make.
The first is that greater
care be taken in measuring the races than
has been done hitherto. Last year it was
commonly reported— with what amount of
truth I am unable to say— that the mile was
from a hundred to a hundred and fifty yards
too long.
M y second suggestion is that a small en
trance fee should be charged for each name
entered for a race.
This would both have
the effect o f preventing fellows from putting
their names down who do not intend to run,
and the much more important one o f making
the prizes larger, which at present, for the
long races at least, are very small.
Trusting in your kindness to insert this,
inasmuch as I believe that the subject is
really an important one, I remain, Sir,
T our obedient servant,
DOL. (O .R .)

METEOR.
To the Editor o f the Meteor.
S ib , — In looking at some old Athletic
Cards I can find no race longer than 200
yds. which is not open to all. I f we had
some such races as a mile, or half a mile
open to all under, say, 5ft. 5in., we should
have more training among the smaller mem
bers o f the School, and in a short time the
good effect would appear in the mile open to
all being accomplished in less than five
minutes, a fact, to my knowledge, not yet
recorded in R ugby annals. There are only
two substitutes for objections to this plan :—
1st, that the School cannot afford 3 0 s.; 2nd,
that the athletic card already contains more
contests than can be decided in tw o days.
The first I scorn to believe. The second is
easily answered. Let the small race either
take place some evening, or at the same time
as the races remaining after the second day
o f the Athletics are run off.
I also perceive that there are three races
o f 200 yds. and only one o f 100 yds.
I f you think this worthy o f publication
you would greatly oblige,
Y our obedient servant,
A . T H . LETE.

To the Editor o f the Meteor.
S ib , — I venture to write on a rule which
appears to me to be a great fault in our
Athletic Games. I mean the way that win
ners count towards the Cup. For instance:
In 1868 A . and B. start in three races, say
the 100 yds., 200 yds., and the quarter-mile ;
in each o f these races, A. is first and B.
second. Therefore A . counts three towards
the Cup, and B. one and a half. In 1869 B.
wins the same three races (A . not being
allowed to run, having won them already),
and counts therefore fou r and a half towards
the Cup, whereas A., who has proved his
superiority to B., counts only three. This is
obviously most unfair, but how can it be
avoided ?
The following plan might be
tried :— Let any winner in one year run
again in the same races in the following
year, and, if he win, let him count those
winnings again towards the Cup, but do not
let him take the prize a second time. O f
course the same rule should apply to jumping.
The object o f my letter is not so much
that my particular suggestion should be
carried out, as to induce others to propose
plans, which might put an end to this fault
in our Athletic Games. And with this hope
I beg to sign myself,
Jan., 1868.
E Q U ITY .

To the Editor o f the Meteor.
S ib,— W ould you kindly allow me space
to ask why the R.C. should include members
o f the X I. and X X II ., without regard to the
fact whether they play racquets or not ? I
cannot see that cricket has anything to do
with racquets. W h y should not the Club as
well include all the caps ? I could mention
three, if not more, o f the X I. and X X I I .
who never go on the Court. May I at the
same time suggest that, in order to offer to
those who are not members o f the Club more
opportunity o f practising, fellows be allowed
to go on the Fives Courts with racquets, as
at Harrow, subject to the same rule which
is in force there, v iz .: —That any fellow who
wishes to play hand-fives may turn off
another who is playing racquets.
Yours truly,
D IK E .
THE

R IF L E

CORPS.

To the Editor o f the Meteor.
S ib ,— I wish to say a few words about the

Rifle Corps. As I was talking to a friend
the other day about the School Rifle Corps,
he mentioned to me a plan which is carried
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out with great success in a school corps o f
which he was a member. Instead o f each
fellow paying for his cartridges on the spot
when he gets them from the Armoury, as is
the case at Rugby, the amount o f ammunition
used by the whole Corps is, at the end o f
the term, added up and divided equally
between all the members, and then, with the
Headmaster’s consent, this sum is put down
in the bill.
The advantages o f such a system seem to
be these. In the first place, fellows are much
more induced to go down and shoot when
they know that they will have to pay whether
they do so or not. Again, it not unfrequently
occurs that a fellow is unable or unwilling to
go and shoot, owing to the reduced state o f his
funds ; such a fellow might be in the W im 
bledon Eleven or near it, and his not being
able to practice might seriously injure the
Corps at Wimbledon. It may be said that it is
unfair for those who do not shoot to pay for
those who do, but the amount would be very
small when divided among the whole Corps,
and I think we ought to do everything in our
power to get as good an Eleven as possible
to go up to Wimbledon. A t present there
are not more than a dozen fellows, on an
average, who practice regularly. There are
nearly 100 on the muster roll. This is not
the way to get the best eleven ; it cannot be
done if so very small a proportion practice.
I would ask the Rifle Corps authorities to
considerthe subject seriously, and that without
delay, and I would ask the Corps, as a whole,
to remember that everyone has a chance
o f the W imbledon Eleven; and that if a
fellow doesn’t shoot, because he thinks he
can’t, or because he thinks he has no chance
o f success, he might just as well take his
name off the roll to-morrow.
I am, Sir, your obt. servant,
C. 0 . R . V . C.

trying to persuade the Town to admit him to
their games.
I put it to you, Sir, is it possible to recon
cile these two things ; and would it not be an
extraordinary perversion o f philanthropy to
compel gentlemen to associate with-------yes,
I must use the obnoxious word— louts ?— for
what can be more loutish than slovenliness
and dirt ?
W ith regard to his statement that he is
the real Rugbeian, and that therefore he has
a right to the Close, I beg to remark that
large sums o f money have been and continue
to be spent on improving and keeping up the
Close, to none o f which does the Class ex
cluded from games subscribe a single penny.
I f the Close got no more support from any
one than it does from Energetic Cobblers, it
would soon be'better fitted for the game o f
marbles than for Football and Cricket. W hen
it has attained such a condition owing to the
refusal o f the School to subscribe to support
it, then, and not till then, will the “ real
Rugbeians ” have a prescriptive right to
enjoy the “ common property ” o f the School.
I remain, Sir, your obt. servant,
NE S U T O R S U P R A C R E PID A M .

To the Editor o f the Meteor.
S ir ,— W ill you allow me a little space in

To the Editor o f the Meteor.
S i r ,— It was with some astonishment that

I read in your last number a letter signed by
“ A n Energetic Cobbler.”
Y our correspon
dent begins by asserting that he and his class
are dirty, slovenly, and generally obnoxious
(to say nothing o f the battered hat, the
rumpled collar, and the greasy cravat, which
may be the effect o f extreme poverty, and
therefore no reproach), and he concludes by
begging yon to lend your powerful aid in
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tho Meteor for a suggestion which, if carried
out, will, I am sure, be warmly supported by
most members o f the School. It is, to get
up some Theatricals at the end o f this Term,
either in Big-School or the Town Hall (the
latter would be preferable, as it would hold
more people), in aid o f the Organ Fund. I
am naturally o f a sanguine disposition, and
therefore venture to hope that Dr. Temple
might be prevailed upon to allow them for
such a praiseworthy object, for, from all
accounts, the new organ is wanted as soon
as possible; and I think that the proceeds
from one or perhaps two nights’ Theatricals,
at the end o f this Term, would materially
assist in obtaining sufficient money for the
purpose. I fix upon this Term as being more
free than any other from Examinations, and
there would therefore be less ground for ob
jection on the plea o f the work being inter
fered with.
As regards actors, we saw suf
ficient talent displayed at the Speeches last
summer, in more than one instance, to shew
that there are some very good actors in the
Sixth, and I am sure that there are others in
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the School who would shine if they had the
opportunity. H ow do we know but what
Rugby may be fostering another Macready ?
Hoping that all objections to the carrying
out o f my suggestion may be easily overcome
— for objections undoubtedly will turn up,—
and apologising for taking up so much o f
your valuable space,
I remain, Sir, yours,
0 . S. A. N.

To the Editor o f the Meteor.
S ir , —I was aware that the Arnold Library

was infested by scorpions and snakes and
other vermin dear to unnatural science, but
I thought they were for the most part potted,
if not in an advanced state o f d e ca y ; too
decomposed, at least, to occasion any serious
alarm. There is the fish also o f protuberant
digestive organs, who confronts me whenever
I enter the room. I wish he were gone. He
is a warning to me. He shows me what evil
my flesh is heir to, if it does not control its
propensity for fluid. Misguided bloater ! he
had drunk too much, that was what did it.
H e has a half protesting, half repentant air,
— as if to say that his stuffer has stuffed him
with more straw than is his due : while he
acknowledges that if he could recover his
vertebrae and be an innocent fish once more,
he would be more prudent and drink less.
Again there is the bogie in the corner, to
which I always try to turn my back when
ever I go into the forbidden compartment,
it makes me creepy. I am sure that melan
choly mummy has a history. He too went
out to buy a hat that he might go to a wedd
ing and got unexpectedly sewn up. I am
told that Mr. W ilson ogles him with a view
to dissection as soon as physiology comes in.
He longed to dissect rats, and tried the un
savoury experiment, but found they wouldn’t
keep. The mummy has kept long enough,
he thinks ; so perhaps he will cut him up
quick, and we shall get rid o f him.
These are everyday dangers. But, Sir, I
was not prepared to be assaulted by a veno
mous beast when sitting in a confiding man
ner before the fire. I was reading a stolen
newspaper, with m y feet raised against the
ehimneypiece, after the custom o f Americans,
as I have gathered from travellers in that
country. There was nothing above m y head
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but my hair and the roof. Suddenly, and as
I think unwarrantably, the brute fell from
space upon my shoulder, and what was worse,
stuck there. H e brought part o f his nidus
with him. It consisted o f detached cobwebs,
with dust adhering: not impossibly the
delictus o f human shoes. I could not be too
confident on such a point, but at first sight I
did think it was so.
H ow did I behave, Mr. Editor ? W ell, I
was not demoralized. I rose to the occasion
and my feet. I looked at him, and cautiously
shook him on the floor. I then called a
courageous friend who happened to be in
another part o f the room. H e came. W e
examined the creature, trod upon him twice,
and with the tongs threw him upon the fire.
H e crackled, and I can tell you no more.
How, Sir, I ask the Natural History
Society, Mr. President and Messrs, the Mem
bers who correspond to him, what was this
venomous beast, and why did he crackle ?
I believe him, and so did my friend, to have
been an enterprising, if deluded, wasp : but
I do not like to dogmatize upon this point
any more than the other. But granted he
was a wasp, why did he crackle ? Is it a
way they have on the application o f heat ?
I assure you that the facts are as I give
them. I have just been to inspect the gar
ment upon which he fell, and though the
delictus is no longer there, yet the garment
is. This clearly proves the truth o f m y
story. A sk my friend. I would give you
his name, but he is singularly ingenuous, and
would blush to find his courage famous. I
would enclose m y card, only I am given to
understand you don’t receive them.
Y our obedient servant,
February 6th.
N ERVES.

A N S W E R S TO CO R RE SPO N D E N TS.

“ Balgovind.” — Y ou will see that alterations
have already been made in the Racquet
Court system.
“ Amator.” -—Y our
charitable.

views are by far

too

“ Cavalier.” — Your letter, although in a good
cause, is too personal for insertion.
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